[DNA stemline heterogeneity as preoperative prognostic factor in esophageal cancer].
Flow cytometric nuclear DNA analysis was performed on 36 preoperative endoscopic biopsy specimens and 89 surgically resected specimens of esophageal carcinomas without preoperative radiotherapy. Carcinomas with aneuploid or DNA stem-line heterogeneity had a higher frequency of lymph node metastasis (p < 0.01). The correspondence rate of nuclear DNA ploidy patterns was 97% between biopsy and resected specimens, and that of heterogeneity was 72%. Though only six cases showed heterogeneity in biopsy specimens out of 12 cases which showed heterogeneity in resected specimens, preoperative detection of heterogeneity was supposed to be more accurate by an increase of biopsy specimens. DNA analysis of biopsy specimens may be a possible indicator of the malignant potential of esophageal carcinoma.